
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2019 Spring Term 1 - Newsletter  
Here we are, half way through the academic year and, with the mornings and evenings becoming that 
little bit lighter, Spring seems just round the corner.  
 
We are well on our way with our Route 2 Resilience journey; all are now 
aware of and are working on building their Core Values (see our apple logo). 
We are now looking at embedding these into our learning and our habits; I 
recently likened our core values to being like the ‘Ready Brek’ protective 
layer that enables us to be great people while we learn about the rest of our 
curriculum. An interesting read My Hidden Chimp by Prof Steve Peters 
  
This Half Terms Homework Challenge is all to do with Forest Schools, and it 
also links, coincidentally, with the Department for Educations new Activity 
Passport initiative. Don’t however let this put you off, it’s all about having fun 
in the great outdoors. Send in pictures of you taking part in the activities and 
I’d love to meet your Stick Men creations (as long as they’re not life sized!). It 
is also a chance to practise your R2R skills of creativity, imagination and concentration….enjoy.  
 
For those of you who have done the maths, Ashby Willesley Primary School is going to be celebrating 
its 50th Birthday in August, followed with a year of celebratory activities. We are planning a party at the 
beginning of the Autumn Term and have already enlisted a mosaic artist to help us commemorate the 
occasion, beginning in June. Watch this space for more information on the next Newsletter. 
 
Sue Rainbow 

 
Well done to the Sports Hall Athletics team who came second in the County event in January. This was a 
great achievement and was a reflection of all of their hard work in breakfast club with Mr Smedley. Thank you to 
all of the parents who have dropped their children off early each week to help them. 
 
6AW Class Assembly took everyone back in time to gather information for a homework project.  This was 
made possible from the help of Dr Why and Dr When and their helpful assistant who used the Tardis to travel 
through the time zones to 2.4 million years ago.  Hunting bears and tortoises was witnessed as well as cooking 
unusual rock cakes!  Cave art was also featured.  The whole class thoroughly enjoyed sharing their knowledge, 
dancing and singing skills. 
 

Y6 Stone Age Topic - Year 6 had a great day with a visiting historian, learning about the Stone Age.  
We had the opportunity to handle original artefacts and we learnt about how to hunt a mammoth. 
 

                     
 

 
 
 



Y5 Belgrave Trip - Last week, Year 5 spent the whole day visiting Belgrave Road in Leicester. The children 
took part in a dance workshop in the morning where they had a go at folk, classical, Bollywood and bhangra 
dancing. They also visited a saree shop, sweet shop, supermarket and Hindu temple and spoke to many 
members of the local community to learn more about their religion and way of life. 
 

       
 

 

Y4 Greek Theatre Trip to Wollaton Hall - On a cold, bright morning Year 4 travelled to Nottingham for our 
Greek Theatre Day. The children enjoyed learning how Theatre influenced many aspects of modern day Arts, 
they made masks and had fun exploring the exhibits in the hall. Friendly squirrels joined us on a walk around 
the grounds to admire the stunning, mature trees. So proud of our children on this trip. They were a pleasure to 
take out for the day! 
 

                                                
 

 

Severn Trent visit - This term, Year 5 took part in a Severn Trent assembly and workshop to learn more about 
where our water comes from. We learnt all about the water cycle and how long we can survive without water. In 
groups, we tried to decide which are the most important uses for water and how we can save water at home.                        

 
Health and Safety Matters – Following earlier emails 
concerning parking, traffic and pedestrians on site, I would 
like to reiterate the need for thought, care and slow speeds 
when entering, parking and exiting our site at the beginning 
and end of the school day.  I will be contacting individuals 
who do not do this, asking them to park outside of the gates 
and walk their children into school.  Please follow footpaths 
around the edge and don’t cut across the carpark. Thank you 

 
Forest school for the Foundation Stage is well under way, with the 
children taking part in some lovely activities and enjoying learning 
outdoors. 
 
The Foundation Stage classes enjoyed a wonderful Dinosaur Day to 
end their topic. They talked to a real palaeontologist, explored models 
and fossils and even held a real dinosaur egg!'      
 
 



Forest School - 4JM have had some wonderful Forest School sessions in our ever changing woodland 
environment at Hicks Lodge and our school site. They’ve explored, built shelters and dens, learned and taught 
others different knots, created sculptures and much more. We finished our sessions with marshmallows toasted 
and bread baked on our fire. The children have had a wonderful time being creative in our outdoor woodland 
spaces.  

                 
Our Year 6 children enjoyed a wonderful Forest School afternoon at our school site. In gorgeous sunshine, we 
built dens, lashed sticks, made woodland bow and arrows, toasted marshmallows and just enjoyed a totally 
different school experience in an outdoor open space. Words to describe their time in the forest school were: 
Free, happy, energised, creative, joyful, teamwork, inspired, confident to mention just a few. Thought for the 
day: When given the freedom to create freely and use their imagination in an outdoor space, our children chose 
to build dens/shelters and make their own tools/weapons (axes, bows etc) including a weapons shop and 
showroom. Maybe we are closer to our ‘survival’ instincts than we think in our modern world? 

                
               

 
WASPs Update - Our next event is a chocoholic’s dream – yes, our fabulous Family Chocolate Bingo Night is 
back.  Friday, 29th March is the date for your diary with doors opening at 6pm and the bingo starting at 6.30pm.  
As well as plenty of chances to win lots of yummy chocolate you also don’t need to worry about cooking, as 
pizzas, hot dogs, veggie option and snacks will be available to buy and the bar will be open.  Don’t miss your 
chance to get your eyes down to win.  Tickets will be on sale in the parent shelter on Tuesday 12th, Wednesday 
13th, Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd March and are £2 for adults and £1 for children.  We will be collecting 
donations of Easter Eggs, and chocolate in all shapes and sizes on the morning of the 29th and donations of 
bottles and prizes for the raffle will also be gratefully received.  Thanks in advance for your support. 
 

Roll up! Roll up! The circus is coming to Willesley!  
On Friday, 7th June the children will be given the 
opportunity to take part in exciting circus skills 
workshops during the school day.  Then, on Saturday 
8th, we all get the chance to see the professionals in 
action in the Big Top.  Popup Circus will be putting on 
two shows - plus the WASPs will be running lots of 
sideshows and stalls for you to visit before taking 

your seats!  Look out for more information and tickets details in March.     
                           
The WASPs are always looking for new faces to join our team.  We are a friendly bunch and really do need your 
help to run events across the year.  You can get as involved as you want, from giving an hour of your time to 
volunteer at an event to heading up a committee – it’s entirely up to you.  If you would like to find out more 
please get in touch, our email address is ashbywillesleywasps@hotmail.co.uk   
  
Finally, the next WASPS meeting is Tuesday, 26th February and all are welcome to attend. 


