Newsletter – June/July 2018
Many people are under the big illusion that as the end of the school year approaches, things wind
down; how wrong could they be? In the heat of the last month there have been a whirlwind of events to
bring the summer to a crescendo. From Sports Days to Y6 Productions; Music Festivals to Governor
Award presentations. It is a time to be very proud. Throughout the year our children have worked hard
to improve and progress and, as I read through the reports of the children, one thing stands out; our
children have a super attitude to school and learning. I am a firm believer in balance; work hard and
enjoy yourself; when the two merge into a memorable learning experience then we are on a winning
combination. We have all worked extremely hard to make Willesley the wonderful success it is.
Another winning combination of supportive parents; motivational teachers, support staff and people
behind the scenes and finally, enthusiastic and inspirational children. Thanks to everyone for all that
you do; thoroughly enjoy the summer break but look forward to the new school year in anticipation of
another super year of learning and fun ahead.
Miss Rainbow

Matthew Brookes

Head of School

Executive Headteacher

Assembly - We were lucky enough to have a visit from Alan this half term to tell us about his trip to Sierra
Leone. He updated us on the progress at The Liverpool Community School in Freetown and how our latest
fundraising effort is being spent. The library is now fully built and our books have made it onto the shelves. The
children also loved rye supplies of pens and pencils we sent them. It was great for our children to see their hard
work in action. We are hoping to have one last fundraising push before the year 6s leave us and hope you will
continue to support this fantastic cause.

1JM Class Assembly - The children in 1JM had the opportunity to celebrate their old friendships through
songs, poetry and dance and to also anticipate new friendships for the coming year. Miss Martindale and Mrs
Clulow were both very proud as I'm sure were parents and friends. The message was clear - 'Friends at school
are best of all!'
Year 5 had a great trip to Battram Woods. During the trip, we discovered all about tree life cycles and learnt
how to use a classification key to identify tree types.

Penalty Shoot Out - Year one had a brilliant morning celebrating the world
cup. We played Beat the Goalie (Miss Dowell) and then had ago at being goal
keepers.

Year 2 have been learning about the importance of exercise as part of our topic ‘Fighting Fit’. They designed
posters explaining why we should all exercise and three posters were chosen from each class to be displayed
in Fitness Republic in town. Well done to the chosen winners.

3GW Class Assembly - took us time travelling to the
summer holidays in our assembly. Weren't the
children brilliant? We danced, sang, rapped, recited
poems and did a play. A performance and a half! Mrs
Pearson and Mr Ward are so proud of
EVERYONE! Many thanks to all the visitors who
came to watch - we were so happy to see you there.
You made our day and the children had the best
time. Thank you!

School County Games 2018 at Uppingham - This year we took 6 teams to the event, which is awesome in
itself! (36 schools in the School Sports Partnership, 10 events at County Games and we won 6 events to
represent NWL at County level).
The teams were 3/4 Quad kids and 3/4 Tri Golf, 5/6 Quad Kids, 5/6 Tri Golf, Swimming and Girls Cricket.
It was a day to remember. The facilities at Uppingham are fantastic and the children were treated to a warm up
ceremony with inspirational sport people from the world of judo.
Our children were exceptional, both in their achievements and their attitude to competing. We are so proud of
them. They have trained hard to get to the county games and event harder to win a clutch of trophies!
Gold trophies were won by the 3/4 Tri golf team, 3/4 Quad Kids Team, 5/6 Tri Golf Team, 5/6 Quad Kids Team
and bronze was won by our Girls Cricket Team. All showed consistent teamwork and commitment.
NWL also won the 3/4 Hockey Gold trophy with Griffydam being the overall winning team!
A huge thank you goes to all the staff and our fantastic parents for supporting the children and us during the
build up to the day and the day itself. We couldn’t have done it without you. In particular, one of our dedicated
parents has trained and encouraged our Quad Kids Teams and is an inspiration to the children and to our
teaching staff. Thank you.

Tennis - The Y5/6 tennis team did a fantastic job and won the area final against strong opposition from
Packington. We went on to represent NW Leics at the county finals where we placed a respectable 5th which is
amazing with a team that was 3/4 Year 5 pupils. Thanks to Mr Cooper for organising the team.

Saffron Lane - Having taken a fantastic squad to Saffron Lane, we did
amazingly well to medal in half of the individual events winning 3 golds,
6 silvers and 3 bronze medals plus 2 gold and 2 silver in the relay
events. All of the children were amazing and tried their hardest in
everything they did taking the positives well but also accepting the
negatives.

Netball - Well done to both netball teams who reached the semi-finals of the high five tournament with both
teams losing out to Whitwick who showed completed determination and very strong marking to win the event.
KS1 Sports Morning - What a fabulous morning! The children in Y1 and y2 took part in races on the field
(both individual and team). They also practised skills, moving from station to station. There was a lovely
sporting atmosphere with the opportunity for children to embrace their talents, coupled with team-spirit. The
children were a credit to the school. A special mention to those fabulous Y5 children who helped out on the
stations. We couldn't do it without you. Thank you to parents for your support.
Year 6 Darwin Rocks Performance - Year 6 proved how multi-talented they are in their end of year
production, Darwin Rocks. They impressed a packed audience with their singing, dancing and acting. As
always, we’re so proud of them all.

Goodbye – We say goodbye on Thursday to 4 valued members of staff, we would all like to wish them well for
the future.

Governors - Another academic year has flown by and we send our very best wishes to year 6 and any pupils
and staff leaving Willesley at the end of term. Thank you to all the staff for their hard work and dedication. We
have seen a successful and smooth transition to the new leadership structure at Willesley and will continue to
monitor this.
The governing body recently attended a strategic governance course, we are looking forward to developing the
school's strategy and vision in the next academic year.
Thank you and regards

