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It seems that, at last, we are beginning to see those glimmers of hope that Spring is upon us; the mornings
really do seem to be getting lighter and the daffodils are doing their very best to poke their heads above the
surface. The spring term is always a very hopeful term. We have completed the most gruelling term of the
year, with 16 weeks of hard work behind us, now we hope to see the rewards of our labours. With the
forthcoming Parents Evenings, we hope to share with you the fruits of all our labours. The hard work of the
teams of teaching staff who tirelessly endeavour to enable your child to thrive; but also the invaluable team
behind the scenes, at home, who try to encourage learning outside of school. A huge thankyou to all those
who: read nightly, painstakingly practise timestables, motivate engagement in homework and enrich the
lives of our pupils so that they can achieve their true potential at school. We acknowledge and appreciate
every moment you spend with your child as without this reinforcement, at home, our task would be
overwhelming. So, just as we feel an optimism in the fragile heads of the snowdrops emerging from the
frozen soil, we see those young lives emerging, step by step, and we are reassured in the knowledge that
we have done our very best to enable them to flourish and bloom. Thank you for your continued support.
Matthew Brookes & Sue Rainbow
Year 4 enjoyed our trip to Wollaton Hall in Nottingham for our Ancient Greece inspiration day. We saw the red
deer, completed a quiz and learned about how the Greeks started theatre as we know it today! Words such as
chorus, orchestra and scene all originating from them. The children had an amazing time and we were super
proud of them!

.
Sports Awards 2017
Congratulations to Year 3/4 Quad Kids Team, who
came runner up in the Under 19’s School of Year
category at the Sports Awards for 2017! An amazing
achievement against tough competition throughout
the County!
Y5/6 Basketball Tournament
12 boys represented the school at a basketball
tournament. They all did us proud: the year 6 boys
were overall winners & will go through to the area
finals.

Movement and Stomp Dance sessions:
While Foundation Stage and Year 1 enjoyed a session of rhythm and movement with our own wonderful dance
expert, Mrs Johnson (Frankie!), Years 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 enjoyed ‘Stomping’ with Pete from the hit show Stomp!
During the ‘Handz and Feet’ workshops, we learned to dance in unison, canon and solo, ending with whole year
group and smaller performances! A great day, enjoyed by everyone.

Year 5 Leicester Global Trip
Year 5 had a great trip as part of 'Global Leicester'. Our day was packed with activities and we had lots of
opportunities to meet people from different cultures. The day began with Indian dancing: folk, traditional and
Bollywood; we then adventured to different shops (sweet/Sari/supermarket). The local people told us stories of
how their families ended up living in England. We were welcomed into the Hindu temple for lunchtime prayers.
After a quick lunch we investigated the area further and came back with lots of goodies to try.
It was a fantastic, jam-packed, multi-cultural day.

Mr Singh - Sikh Assembly and Workshops with Year 3
Mr Singh visited school
sharing his faith and
ideas for living a good
life. Pupils in Year 3
learned about the 5 Ks
and how everyone
should treat others
equally and with respect
whilst sharing willingly.
There was lots of fun
and new learning.

Year 6
To full immerse ourselves into our new topic of the Stone Age, Year 6
participated in a fun-packed day.
Dom, our visitor, explained how the homo sapiens lived and the
creatures that existed during this time.
A mammoth hunt, Stonehenge building and sketching were just some of
the interesting activities of the day.

BUDDY - the Reading Dog
This term we have welcomed a new pupil to the school - Buddy the Newfoundland dog. He has started to read
with a group of KS1 pupils and the pupil's faces have been a delight to see. After Easter, a group of KS2
pupils will have their opportunity to read their books to our adorable four-legged friend.

Governor Update
Welcome to 2018, we are all looking forward to continuing to help guide the school and the excellent staff
through this exciting period of change at Willesley.
We are delighted to announce that we have two new Governors to welcome to the Governing Body.
Mr David Roy and Mr Nigel Dyer spent a morning last week being inducted into the role of governor and
finished with an informal walk around school. The school is looking fantastic and we were able to show our new
members a wide of range of exciting activities and lessons going on throughout the school. We look forward to
getting to know them and utilising their skills and knowledge, which we are sure will help us in our journey.
The Governors play a vital role in the strategic and financial direction of the school and many of us are at the
school gates at the end of the day. We would welcome your comments and thoughts.
Please go to the school website, (www.ashbywillesley.org.uk/governors) to put names to faces.
Reminder
Full payment is due for the Year 4 (due 23/02/2018) and Year 6 (due 09/02/2018) residential visits.

WASPS Update
Hello all, just a quick note from the WASPS to let you know about our forthcoming
events.
Our Chocolate Bingo will be held in the school hall on Friday 16th March 6-9pm - a
fun evening for all the family. Tickets will be on sale, via a first come first served
basis, in the parent shelter on 6th and 7th March. If you miss us (and there’s any left)
they will be available from the office. £1.50 for adults and children aged 12 and
over/£1.00 for Primary School age children. We will have hot dogs and pizza slices to
satisfy your hunger and a bar/tuck-shop open for the duration of the evening.
Following on from the Bingo night the Spring Fair will take place on Friday 18th May 5-7pm - our usual event
with a host of stalls and games plus bar and refreshments.
Finally, we hope to hold an informal get together one Friday morning for those that may like to find out more
about who our current members are, what the school PTA does, how we raise funds and to give those who wish
to an opportunity to help shape the future of the WASPS. More details on this to follow!

Diary Dates:01/02/2018 – FS & Y6 Height & Weight checks
02/02/2018 – 6CD Class Assembly 9:15am
07/02/2018 – Y6 Warning Zone Trip
09/02/2018 – 2AC Class Assembly 9:15am
09/02/2018 – Last day of term
26/02/2018 – Y2 STEM Workshop - Senses
27/02/2018 – Y3 STEM Workshop ‘Forensics’
01/03/2018 – Book Fair
09/03/2018 – Acorn 2 Class Assembly 9:15am
16/03/2018 – 1JM Class Assembly 9:15am
16/03/2018 – WASPS Chocolate Bingo
19-23/03/2018 – Y6 Red Ridge Residential
23/03/2018 – Last day of term

09/04/2018 – Children back to school
20/04/2018 – Acorn 1 Class Assembly 9:15am
23-25/04/2018 – Y4 Hollowford Residential
27/04/2018 – 3PP Class Assembly 9:15am
04/05/2018 - Class 1AD Assembly
07/05/2018 – May Day Bank Holiday
18/05/2018 – 2ST Class Assembly 9:15am
18/15/2018 – WASPS Spring Fair
25/05/2018 – Last day of term
04/06/2018 – Children back to school
15/06/2018 – 5HE Class Assembly 9:15am
29/06/2018 – WASPS Music Festival/WGT
03/07/2018 – FS & KS1 Sports Morning
03/07/2018 – KS2 Sports Afternoon
10/07/2018 – Y6 Snowdome Trip
11/07/2018 – Y6 Leavers Disco

Safety in and around the school grounds
A reminder of the 5MPH speed limit on the school grounds. Please be aware that
should you need to drive into the car park, there could be children/adults walking
across the area, especially in the morning when dropping off at Breakfast Club.
Please reduce your speed.
May we also remind you that parking on the zig zags against the main entrance to the school is
hazardous to the children’s safety, illegal and hinders access to school for deliveries. We have also
been getting numerous complaints from local residents about inconsiderate and dangerous parking in
the surrounding streets. Please respect our neighbours. The police have advised that photographs
should be taken of offending vehicles and emailed to the local police team.
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