Christmas Newsletter –- 2018
Well, here we are after the longest term, on the brink of the festive holidays, with sixteen weeks of
learning behind us. I look back on 2018 with great pride and admiration for all the school’s
accomplishments throughout the year. We have triumphed in our sporting endeavours and excelled in
academic tests; but that is just the tip of the largest iceberg. Our children continue to impress us with
their behaviour for learning and attitude to school. They are polite and well-mannered and when they
go out they are real ambassadors for school. They have interviewed England Football Managers with
confidence and entertained parents, friends and our wider community with their singing and
performance skills. They have taken part in Residential visits, attempting new pursuits with resilience
and teamwork. They try their best and, when things do go off the rails a little, they try to right their
wrongs and get back on track as quick as possible. Through these dark days of December they shine
brightly making us appreciate them even more. We all wish you a very Happy Christmas and look
forward to a bright and prosperous 2019.
Sue Rainbow
Forest Schools at Willesley - First of all, a huge thank you to Ivan Sharpe, who has supported our Forest
School project in many ways. He has provided cut logs for both our sites for the children to sit on in the
woodland. Also, he has helped to maintain the safety of the site through pruning of trees and has carved a
wonderful sign for our Forest School out of 1000 year old oak!
This term, we have begun our initial phase of Forest Schools at Willesley. Also, all year groups are including
outdoor learning within their lessons across the curriculum whenever possible and practical, which gives
children learning opportunities in outdoor spaces.
We have two sites now. In school, we have a well-established site that is accessible for all year groups. In the
forest, there is a circle of log, a mud kitchen and a variety of loose parts for children to be creative with. There
are a number of mature trees and some smaller trees planted by us.
In addition, in conjunction with the Forestry Commission at Hicks Lodge, we now have a Forest School located
in the National Forest. Currently, our year 4 children have been enjoying Forest School sessions and we hope
to role this out to other year groups in time. Many thanks to the foresters at Hicks Lodge and to the group of
volunteers who cleared the area for us.
The children are loving their experiences in the woods.

Sports Awards - We were really proud to be nominated for, and to
WIN, North West Leics School of the Year for school sport.
Thanks to all of the children and parents who have helped by
representing the school, turning up on wet Saturday mornings for
cross country and those who have helped with transport - you are
all part of our successful team.
As well as that, Mr Smedley was nominated for Coach of the
Year.

Cross Country - We had over 50 children represent the school at the cross country events this term which has
been amazing with some great performances. All children are welcome - next one: 9th February at Hugglescote
further details to follow.

The First - Year 5 enjoyed a performance of The First which is a play based on true facts from World War 1.
We received our own copies of the script too. Thank you Spark Arts.
Year 3 visited the Bupa care home on Monday 17th December to sing the Christmas story. We hand delivered
cards to all the residents and had a lovely festive chat with them. We enjoyed a picnic of juice and biscuits and
promised to go back and visit them again as they loved it so much. A good time was had by all.

The Acorn classes had a wonderful time performing
Christmas songs at the Bupa care home recently.
They delighted residents with their fabulous singing
and dancing and were a credit to the school with their
excellent attitude and behaviour. Well done to all our
Foundation Stage children'

A massive thank you to everyone who donated
towards the Socks for Homeless. Over 80 socks were
filled and these will be distributed to the homeless in
the area. The response was overwhelming and we are
delighted that the children were thinking of giving to
other during the festive season. The true spirit of
Christmas

Our KS2 Carol Service was a huge success with superb reading and singing from all who took part. Year 3
were praised by Rev’d Mary for their excellent performance of the Bells Ring Out and as usual they created a
fabulous tableau. Thank you to all parents who came and supported this event. £352 was collected and will be
split between STEPs and the Sierra Leone Liverpool School.

Year 3 visit to the Bupa Care Home
Sierra Leone Update - This week, Alan has sent the most recent update from Sierra Leone that he wanted to
share with you all. He reports that basic electricity in the Junior School was switched on yesterday. This
includes some lighting in the library and two classrooms. ALL the money we raised from the Smarties appeal
has been spent on books for the library. 350 books have been purchased and the children are thrilled. We are
all absolutely delighted with this step forward and Alan, myself and the staff and children would like to pass on
our sincere thanks for your continued support. We really are making a huge difference to these children's lives.

WASPS Update:
Well it’s been a great end to 2018, with our Festive Fair raising in excess of
£3,000! This has got be a record for a WASPs event, so a HUGE thank you to
all the teachers, school staff, parents, friends and family that were involved in
and supported the event.
We even had a visit from the big man himself – Santa Claus! And what a lovely
surprise that was for the children.
The WASPs also raised an additional £200 through their annual Christmas
fundraiser ‘My Childs Artwork’.
We hoped you have enjoyed seeing your child’s artwork and have managed to
purchase some lovely Christmas gifts.
The funds raised will enable the school to purchase two new state of the art
interactive smartboards for the classrooms.

The next WASPs event will be the Family Chocolate Bingo,
so why not bring the whole family along for a fun packed evening of giggles.
The event will be held at the school on Friday 29 March 2019 at 6-9pm.
We are also excited to announce that the Circus will be coming to school on
7 and 8 June 2019! More details to follow in the New Year.

If anyone would like support or help out with the team in any way, or can help towards donations and events
then please do get in touch as we’re a friendly bunch, and always looking for new ideas!
ashbywillesleywasps@hotmail.co.uk
Finally, we hope to hold another second hand uniform sale at some point during the New Year, so please
save any unwanted items that are in good condition and drop them into the school office. Thank you to all for
your continued support/help with our fundraising. We hope to achieve a fantastic total for the school again this
academic year.
Governors Update:
What a term we have had at Ashby Willesley Primary School. Who would have thought it would have been a
pupil at our school that discovered Gareth Southgate doesn't play Fortnite?
Besides this incredible experience, the school has seen its highest ever SATs results, been awarded Sports
Primary School of the Year, achieved the Gold Sports mark, celebrated Remembrance Day with an incredible
piece of art, seen a child win an art competition that was then published as the Christmas cover for the local
Ashby Life, enjoyed a fabulous decorations morning (don't think I've ever seen so many parents and
grandparents!) and ended with the delight of Christmas Plays and the Carol Service! On top of all of this the
WASPs organised the most successful Christmas Fair ever!
All this happens due to the hard work and commitment of the teachers and support staff, led by an enthusiastic
and dedicated leadership team, as well as the support given by parents/guardians, and the perseverance of the
WASPs! A huge thank to everyone.
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and look forward to 2019 - the 50th anniversary of Ashby Willesley
Primary School!
Lynn Knox
Chair of Governors
Ashby Willesley Primary School & The Meadow Community Primary School

Staff enjoying their song at the Carol Service

