Newsletter June/July 2017
As the year draws to a close I can honestly say how proud I am of the children at Willesley.
Their achievements in all areas this year have been fantastic. They constantly rise to
whatever challenge is put before them.
As you can see from the newsletter, children at Willesley have had great sporting
achievements as well as musical ones too. We really pride our school on trying to give all
pupils as broad and balanced a curriculum as possible.
Early indications from national tests show that we have had huge academic success from
the Acorns right through to our Y6 pupils, who were tested against the gruelling ‘secondary
ready’ SATs tests in May. We will publish our new data in the Autumn Term for you all to
see!
Finally I would like to wish all of our children, parents, staff and governors a wonderful
summer break and to pass on my best wishes to our Y6 leavers. I wish them every success
for the future. As ever, thank you for your continued support to make Willesley the best it
can be!
Matthew Brookes
Class 3GW Assembly - following an outstanding performance of
awesomeness, the "Life at Willesley" is raising the roof at London's
West End. Mr Brookes is now being played by Robert Pattinson
and the royalties are rolling in. Assembly scripts are available to
buy through all major retailers. The children did us proud and we
were blown away by the assembly. Well done lovelies. Thank you
to the parents, governors and visitors for your positive,
overwhelming comments. We had a ball - roll on next year!
Class Assembly - 5HE performed their class assembly during Best of British week and the
children thought about which Brits inspired them; this culminated in some fantastic solo and small
group singing as well as some great class performances. Thank you families for so much support
at the performance.
Battram Wood visit - Year 5 had great fun in Battram Woods where we
explored plant life cycles and environmental issues. Both classes’
experienced very different climates with 5HE getting soaked and 5TC
enjoying the sunshine. The children were a credit to us and the leader said
Willesley are one of her favourite schools to work with.
Cyclocross - Year 6 and some Year 5 had a great day learning cyclocross
skills with Cycle Derby cycling coaches and participated in some fierce
racing. Well done to everyone involved; the coaches were very impressed
with how well everyone got stuck in and their excellent behaviour.

Keep Safe Club - The local police came in to talk to Year 6
about keeping safe, both in real life and online, and what to do
in an emergency - valuable skills for their future years ahead.

The Amazing Adventures of Superstan – Year 6 gave all they’d got in their end of year
production of Superstan. With wonderful singing, acting and dancing from all involved it was a
spectacular enjoyed by all.

Rose in Bloom - As part of our celebration in Paula Hubbard’s memory,
we purchased a rose called ‘Rose Paula Rose’ which is planted in our
Garden of Dreams and it had it first bloom earlier this month. The family
kindly donated the collection from the funeral to the school and we have
purchased 3 colourful benches which will take pride of place in the KS1
playground in September. Additionally, two new awards will be given
from this year called the Friendship Award (in honour of Paula). Children
have been voting for their kindest or friendliest person at lunchtimes.

Paula’s Rose

Ashby Arts Festival - Joseph in Year 1 was one of the winners in the 2017 Arts Festival
Creativity Competition and he was presented with his award by the Mayor of Ashby.
Sporting Events
Wow - what a half term we've had; we've had so many events at different levels and so many
children involved.
Quad Kids - Year 3/4 quad kids were overall winners in North West Leicestershire with 2
individual winners in the boys and the girls. Many thanks to a parent volunteer for help in training
the team and to the children for working so hard in their training sessions. The Year 5/6 team
came a fantastic second in their event - with the girls dominating the long distance events.
Tennis - Both the Year 3/4 and Year 5/6 teams won the area competition and went on to
represent the district at the county championships in Uppingham.
Cyclocross - Having won the district event, the children travelled to Brooksby College to compete
in the county championships, coming 7th overall. They all got to experience a tough course and
meet a future GB triathlete.
Hi-Five netball - Wow! The first event saw a Willesley 1st and 2nd with the A team going through
to the area final and eventually being undefeated winners and heading off to the School Games.
Tri Golf - Year 3/4 came third in their event with some great team work and performances. The
Y5/6 team worked really hard, scoring nearly 1000 points and were the district winners.
5TC (and some Year 6 children) also went along to a tri-golf festival and showed great enthusiasm
and team spirit

Cricket - The district cricket final contained 3 teams with 2 from Willesley - the A team were
triumphant and went on to the School Games. One of our Girls Cricket teams won the Level 2
competition to qualify for county games at Uppingham. Both teams played superbly with some
great bowling and batting.
Saffron Lane Area Athletics - Over 30 children came along to Saffron Lane with lots of parents
supporting. Everyone tried their hardest and there were some fantastic individual and team
performances. Individual: 3 gold, 4 silver, 2 bronze. Relay: 1 gold, 2 silver, 1 bronze
Aqua-athlon - This was a new event for us and it was a non-competitive event; this saw children
take part in a swimming relay then go outside to run in a relay format. All the children were so
enthusiastic and enjoyed the 'unusual' layout of the running track.
Handball - A group of 30 year 4 children went along to a handball festival at Woodstone School.
School Games - Wow! North West Leicestershire had 10 teams representing them in competitive
events - Willesley School represented them in 6 of these! We had so many children attending we
needed 2 buses!
Teams from swimming, tri golf, cricket (boys and girls), quad kids and netball went along to the
event and did us proud. The tri golf children came third in the county and the quad kids became
county champions.
A BIG thank you to all children for their enthusiasm at all of the events and to parents who
have transported children to and from the events and helped transport other children too;
we couldn't have done it without you.
School Governing Body - We are rapidly approaching the end of the academic year and we will
be saying goodbye and best wishes to our year 6 pupils as they head towards secondary school.
In August; we will be welcoming our newcomers in reception too. It is a reminder of how our
school constantly evolves. We would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all the staff
that work so hard making the school such a happy, vibrant and successful place for our children to
thrive and grow.
In the Autumn term we will be looking to recruit a new Parent Governor and a Co-opted Governor.
Do you have the time and passion to contribute to the work of the governing body? Governors
help set strategic priorities and targets for the school and they hold senior leaders to account by
monitoring the schools educational performance. They also oversee the financial performance of
the school, helping to ensure it is money is well spent.
Interested in finding out more? You can see more information about what a governor does, what
the requirements are and much more on the school website <<click here>>. Although this
information is due an update, it is all still applicable. The appointment process will be
communicated and will take place in the Autumn.
WASPs - What a fantastic year it's been for the school and for our fundraising. We absolutely
couldn't have done it without the support of the staff, parents, grandparents, friends and other
family associated with Ashby Willesley Primary School. Thank you to everyone for being a part of
our events.
Taking into account the Christmas Fair, Spring Fair and Summer Music Festival, not forgetting the
Chocolate Bingo, we have raised in excess of - drum roll please - £4,200!

Some of the monies raised have already gone towards purchasing new playground equipment; I'm
sure many of you will have seen the chalk sunflowers near to the Pirate Ship. We have also
provided a large outdoor Connect Four and a large outdoor Bowling Set. There are plans to
purchase IT equipment (a new set of iPads) in the new term with some of the WASP’s donations.
We've then got our final contribution of funding for the Year 6 Leavers Party and gift; as we do
each year. That (alongside the Foundation Welcome Party held way back in September 2016)
completes another 11 months of activity.

It's now that we look forward to September and the start of our next academic year. Already plans
are afoot! We would love to hear from anyone willing and able to be a part of a small group - and
we're going to be even smaller this coming year!!! We are losing a valued team member whose
daughter is off to Ivanhoe. Jo Brown has been a part of WASPS for many years and we'd like to
thank her for all her help/wish the family well as they move beyond the gates of Willesley! If
anyone wishes to find out more about being a WASP then don't hesitate to drop us a line at:
ashbywillesleywasps@hotmail.co.uk
All that's left for us to say is we hope everyone has a wonderful summer break and that we look
forward to seeing you again in August.
School Nurse Drop-in – If you have any concerns about you child, we will be holding School
Nurse (Tracy Shearer) drop-in sessions on the following dates:- Tuesday 19th September 2:30 to
4:00pm, Thursday 12th October 8:30 to 10:00am, Tuesday 12th December 8:30 to 10:00am,
Tuesday 23rd January 2:30 to 4:00pm.
Staff update – Our year 2 LSA, Rose Dunn, will be leaving us at the end of term as she is
expecting her baby early September - we wish her the best of luck. Alison Taylor will be the LSA
in class 2ST until Mrs Dunn returns next year.
We would also like to say farewell to Issey Armston (LSA apprentice) who has decided, following a
successful and enjoyable year at Willesley, to go to university and train as a teacher! Good luck!

Breaking News – Mr & Mrs Cooper
are now the proud parents
of baby William Thomas born
Tuesday 11th July weighing 5lbs
13oz.
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