
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2020 Autumn Term 2 - Newsletter  
 

I would like to begin by thanking all members of our school community for the support that you have 
provided this term. We have been impressed with the high attendance of pupils at these anxious times and 
appreciate that any health concerns have been acted upon and communicated with us quickly, enabling us to 
keep everyone as safe as possible. Thank you also for your continued support with wearing face masks and 
respecting social distancing whilst on the school site.   
 
It has certainly been a challenging half term with 3-year group bubbles having to self-isolate. Staff have worked 
extremely hard to improve our remote learning offer and were delighted by how well pupils accessed their work 
on Teams and applied themselves to their home learning; we appreciate that this would not have been possible 
without the support of families, who went above and beyond to ensure that pupil’s education could continue as 
best as possible.   
 
The run up to Christmas this year has been quite different to usual, however we have tried to ensure that as 
many activities as possible have been able to continue.  
 
This week all children have had the opportunity to enjoy a pantomime in school. The Acorns and Key 
stage 1 watched a Year group bubble performance of ‘The Night Before Christmas’ and Key stage 2 have had 
the opportunity to enjoy the virtual performance of ‘Cinderella’ by the Nottingham Playhouse. It has been fabulous 
to see how much the children have enjoyed these experiences. They have also received a class 
Christmas parcel from WASPs to enjoy over the coming year.  
 
Children have been working on a ‘virtual Christmas celebration’ to share with you at home. KS2 have worked 
hard to produce a Covid safe version of the Christmas story, kindly edited together by Miss Hemphill Jones. Year 
1 have been enjoying practicing their Christmas production – Everyone Loves a Baby – and Acorns and Year 2 
have been enjoying some Christmas songs. Look out for the links which will be shared with you via Weduc – we 
hope they bring a bit of festive cheer to you and your families at home.  
 
School continues to be a happy place, with our usual high expectations of behaviour and work evident. Pupils 
continue to amaze us by how resilient and adaptable to change they are. They are all an asset to you and our 
school and continue to make us proud on a daily basis.  
 
After a long and unpredictable term, we wish you all a very ‘Merry Christmas and Happy New Year’ and look 
forward to welcoming you back after a well-deserved rest on Tuesday 5th January 2021.  
  
Stay safe over the festive period.                              
Best Wishes   
Chloe Dilks  
  
  
Remembrance Day - We paid our respects in school for Remembrance Day, with pupils in year 5 and 6 reading 
poems and prayers, a parent playing the Last Post for us and a virtual whole school assembly. The final total 
raised by the children and their families for the British Legion Poppy Appeal was a staggering £247.25  
  
 
 
 
 
 



Year One have had a very busy half term!  - We started with our new topic 'Fire and Ice'. Through this the 
children have learnt all about 'The Great Fire of London'. The children made London houses and we took them 
out onto the field to burn them. The children watched how quickly the fire spread and we discussed why it 
spread so quickly. The children also learnt about fire safety. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have had a geography focus on The UK and its capital cities. We studied London and the children drew 
their own maps.  
 
In English we have looked at a variety of stories linked to our topic. The children have enjoyed: There's a 
dragon in our book, Toby and the Great Fire of London, Sammy the Street dog, Katie goes to London, The 
Snow Dragon and Guess how much I love you in winter. They have created their own story maps, lists and re-
told most of these stories  
 
The children have done lots of craft activities this term. They have created their own fire/ice dragon, designed 
houses for a great fire of London display and created a Winter Wonderland in both classrooms. 
 
In maths the children have been challenged with number bonds, fact families and comparing number 
sentences. We have also looked at 2D and 3D shapes. 
    

 
 
A lot of hard work went into the children's Christmas nativity...weren't they fabulous? We were extremely proud 
of them! 
 
We hope you all have a wonderful Christmas, and we look forward to seeing you 
in the New Year 🙂  
Stay safe, from the year one team.  
 
 
Year 2 had a particularly special job to complete recently! We made Christmas 
cards for patients on the Oncology ward at Leicester Royal Infirmary to spread 
some Christmas cheer with them during this difficult time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Year 3 - As part of our celebrations on the run up to Christmas, we decided to try and spread a little Christmas 
cheer to the residents of the Ashby Court Care Home by making and delivering our handmade Christmas cards. 
The children in Year 3, addressed their cards to individual care home residents to add a little personal touch. 
We hope this means that those with no family don’t feel so alone in this challenging period. We are very proud 
with the empathy and care the children put into their messages.  

                          
 
Here is just a small sample of the fantastic work that Year 3 completed during their two weeks of remote 
teaching. We have been impressed and proud of what they have all managed to achieve in such difficult 
circumstances. You should all be very proud of your children.  
 
                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sporting Success in Year 4 - Since the start of this academic year, Year 4 have been engaged in the 
NWLSSP Tri-Golf challenge. They have been showing their prowess for the sport 
by chipping, putting and completing various golf-related activities. It's been a fun 
time for all and the challenge scores have been sent to the School's Partnership 
team for review. Fingers crossed we've performed well against the other 
competing schools.  
 
Despite the cold we have endeavoured to continue to be outdoors for our PE 
sessions as much as possible. The children have been developing their athletic 
skills in jumping - completing standing long jumps, vertical jumps and speed 
bounces. Some of these have been against the clock. We even managed to fit in 
an impromptu football skills session in the newly completed MUGA which created 
a huge amount of excitement.  
 
We will continue with athletics in the New Year but in the mean time we wish everyone a wonderful Festive 
Season and hope all stay safe and well. 

 



       
Y5 have been visited by a pair of cheeky elves this year who have brought a book, decorations & joy to the 
classroom.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
We had a school competition to create an active travel banner & this winning design was chosen by Tom from 
Leicestershire County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 6 have been doing lots of practical activities in Maths to help secure their knowledge. We have used 
Numicon for translation and co-ordinates, geoboards for properties of shapes and Polydron to help our 
understanding of nets. 

 
Willesley Wellbeing - Giving  

You might wonder what ‘Giving’ has to do with mental wellbeing. The NHS says it can help with positive 
feelings. By doing something nice for others, it can give us a sense of achievement or reward. It also can help 
by giving us a sense of purpose – that we can accomplish things in life and it helps connect us to other people. 
These are all really important when it comes to thinking about our mental wellbeing. Overall, it is a way of 
spreading joy and positivity and can really help put a smile on someone else’s face, as well as your own. When 
we talk about giving being a good thing, we might feel like we have to give our belongings or our money. We 
are talking about a bit more than those things. There are many things we can give, and most of these will not 
cost a penny especially at this expensive time of year when funds may be tight. 



Time 
We can give our time by offering to 
help people. 
This could be helping the adults in 
our home with washing up, etc. 
There are lots of ways we can give 
time! How can you help someone 
in your family? 

Words 
More specifically – good words! 
By speaking positive and 
encouraging words to people, we 
can help them feel better and 
spread joy into their world. 

Kindness 
Random acts of kindness are great 
ways of giving. 
This could be something like 
leaving kind post-it notes around 
your home, or sharing some 
chocolate with a sibling or anything 
like that! It will definitely put a smile 
on someone’s face. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make a worry jar to help contain your child’s worries Ask members of your family what they are worrying about 
and then get them to write down their worries on a piece of paper or on a post-it-note (you can write down the 
worries for younger children). Together fill up the jar with your worries. When you have finished put the lid on 
the jar to stop the worries getting out again. You can leave the jar out with pieces of paper and a pencil so the 
worries in the jar can be added to if needed. If you notice any new worries going in the jar then you can read 
them and address them with your child.  

A good way of opening a conversation about worries with your child is beginning with “I am wondering if you…” 

It has been the most difficult year but here we are at Christmas with a glimmer of hope on the horizon. Enjoy 
spending precious time with your family.  The memories made are priceless and will not fade. Have a 
wonderful, restful holiday until we meet up again in the New Year. Take care and stay safe. 

Governors - The governors would like to thank all of the staff for their hard work and dedication through what 
has been a challenging term. We would also like to thank the parents and pupils for cooperating with, and 
adapting to, the revised school day, for wearing facemasks and continuing to social distance. We all have our 
part to play. 
 
Looking after our well-being has never been more important and the governors have spoken to the SLT about 
how this is being addressed for both staff and pupils. 
 
Our governors recently undertook training in preparation for Ofsted visits so that we can confidently challenge 
the school on its operation. 
 
We are delighted with the recent investment in the refurbished MUGA, part funded by WASPS, which of course 
relies on parent contributions to their events and activities.  
 
 

 

 
 



New All Weather Play Area - This morning a group of year 4 pupils and WASPS cut the tape for our new 
MUGA. They then enjoyed a few of the new sports panels and equipment.  
              

                        
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
Well done to Elyssa in Y5  
who was highly commended in  
the competition to design a  
promotional poster for     
redevelopments at Snibston. 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                       
 
                                                                                 Winner of the Year 2  
                                                                                  Active Travel Badge  

 
 
 
                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                            



Construction Club - For six weeks of the Autumn term, fifteen Year 1 children have 
been putting their construction skills to the test! From Lego and Duplo, to K-Nex and 
Meccano, the children spent just over an hour each week building some clever 
creations after school. Some children chose to build alien monsters, some built boats, 
ships and planes, whilst others made cosy houses for their Lego figures. One child 
even built several pieces of armour to fully equip any soldier for battle! It was so 
wonderful to see the children’s imaginations running wild, whilst watching them 
getting creative with their friends. But be warned: you might need your hard hat if you 
want to get involved with building the world’s tallest Duplo tower! The children really 
enjoyed this extra-curricular learning through play, and it was a joy to see them 
having so much fun. Construction Club hopes to return for a new six-week block in 
the New Year.  
 

         
 
WASPs - Although this term has put many challenges in the way of our usual Autumn Term events, we have 
still managed to continue with some festive fundraisers. Thank you to everyone who contributed to the 
Challenge Bags and Christmas Jumper Day. The Christmas Challenge Bags are one of the most popular items 
at our annual Festive Fair, so we were pleased we were still able to organise an adapted version for you this 
year. Thank you to the staff who quarantined bags, collected money and issued tickets and bags. Together the 
events raised in excess of £350, which is amazing!  The joint winners for the most bags collected were Acorn 1 
and Acorn 2. Well done!  
 
Thank you to those of you who have already ordered Christmas cards and gifts from our online Christmas 
fundraiser. We have once again teamed up with the local company ‘My Child’s Art’ to produce these memorable 
items, beautifully designed by your child. If you haven’t already seen or purchased items, it’s not too late!  
Please log on to www.mychildsart.co.uk/order   
 
Username: AshbyWillesley               Password: TtTC66Dr 
 
In other news, we were delighted to see the Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) construction underway this half 
term, and was fantastic to see the grand opening last week. This exciting new area has been part-funded by the 
WASPs, in association with school and the Morrisons Foundation. Help and support from friends and families at 
our events (and behind the scenes) helps to enable such amazing opportunities for our children. Thanks once 
again for your continued support. 
 
We are already working behind the scenes planning events for 2021. Our first event will be a Valentine’s Raffle. 
If you have any unwanted Christmas gifts this year, please consider donating them to us. Look out for more 
information about how you can get involved with this next term. 
 
Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and all the best for the 
New Year! We look forward to seeing you at a WASPs event sometime soon! 

 

Foundation Stage - Wow – what a busy half term we have had! 
The children have continued to amaze us with their enthusiasm and 
attitude to school. Here is a little snap shot of a few things we have 
been up to in class…. 

 
 
 
                                                                                               We enjoyed a non-uniform day for Children in Need. 



 

                                  
 
We had lots of fun wearing our Christmas                          We showed our respect with a silence on        
jumpers to school.                                                               Remembrance  Day. 
                 
 

                            
 
              We have enjoyed our sessions at Forest School. 
              All of the Acorn staff and children would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

 


